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CHILD SEX ABUSE VICTIMS — STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS REMOVAL 

549. Ms A. SANDERSON to the Attorney General: 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s historic achievement of removing the limitation period for civil 
actions by victims of child sexual abuse, proclaimed on 1 July. Can the Attorney General update the house on how 
this significant reform is helping survivors of sexual abuse finally seek justice? 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY replied: 

I thank the member for her question. Today in the District Court was resolved the first case ever in 
Western Australia for historic child sexual abuse. The plaintiff was Mr Paul Bradshaw, who was sexually abused 
when he was an orphan housed at both the Castledare and Clontarf orphanages by notorious Christian Brothers 
Murphy, Doyle and Angus. Mr Bradshaw is aged 74 years and is terminally ill, so the District Court held an 
expedited hearing for him that was listed for hearing today. Before the hearing he said — 

“I have been trying since I was 16 for justice and every time I think I am going to get it, it dies on me,” 

… 

“If I can get justice before I die, I will be happy. I don’t mind being first—because the sexual abuse has 
been in my head all my life.” 

We hope that Mr Bradshaw is happy today at having achieved justice. We are very sad and appalled that, after all 
of his fighting, he is terminally ill. Mr Bradshaw’s lawyer, Mr Magazanik, is a Melbourne lawyer who briefed 
Western Australian counsel for the trial, Mr Tim Hammond. He noted before the trial that, according to my 
notes — 

“WA has gone from having the most restrictive laws in the nation for survivors of child sexual abuse to 
arguably now having the fairest and most progressive laws in the country.” 

He also said — 

“It’s almost 70 years since he’s been abused. He’s never been within shouting distance of justice. But just 
as his chance is running out, he gets a chance at it, and that’s a powerful thing.” 

It is to be remembered that it was the McGowan Labor government’s election promise that one of the first bills we 
would bring before this Parliament would be the lifting of the statute of limitations and offering access to justice 
for survivors of historical child sexual abuse. Outside the court, the plaintiff’s lawyer noted that under the previous 
government they could not have brought this action. This is a very historic action. Faced with the inevitability of 
the trial this morning, on the doorsteps of the court the trustees for the Christian Brothers settled the action for 
$1 million plus costs. That sends a powerful message to all survivors that the McGowan government has now 
opened up the pathway to justice for them, and quite a high benchmark has been set today for defendants when 
making offers—$1 million was ordered. I am so thankful and feel humbled and privileged to have been the 
Attorney General in Premier McGowan’s Labor government that brought these laws before the Parliament and 
brought about the most innovative and fair laws in the nation for survivors of child sexual abuse. Thank you. 

[Applause.]  
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